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A " 2018 One Million Rosaries For Unborn Babies" global prayer event is scheduled for May 
4–6.  All CWL Members are encouraged to participate.  Pray at least one Rosary for the 
protection of unborn babies. For further details and to register please go to   
www.saintmichaelthearchangelorganization.org.    
 
The Canadian Hospice Palliative Care Association is holding Hospice Palliative Care Week 
May 6-12.  Use any day during that week for 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care.  
Suggestions for planning events can be found on-line using the title "12 Hours of Prayer for 
Palliative Care May 2018." 
 
 2018 National Week for Life and the Family is celebrated across Canada the week of May 
13-20 with the theme "Love Encountering The Other".  If possible, organize an event for 
families from your parish during the week.  For resources go to COLF.ca . E.G.s Pot Luck, 
Pizza Party, Chili Night, Family Bowling Event. 
 
The Catholic Organization for Life & Family (COLF) has organized a Conference on the 
Family "The Joy of Marriage Embracing God's Vision " May 31-June1, to be held at Infinity 
Convention Centre, 2901 Gibord Dr.,Ottawa located close to Holiday Inn Express Suites.   A 
special rate of $144.00 plus tax for attendees who reserve by April 29th at that Holiday Inn. 
 
In the Winter Issue of The Canadian League, National Chairperson of Christian Family Life 
Doreen Gowans wrote an article on Separated or Divorced Women - You Have a Place 
Among Us!  Check it out because it gives us some insight into the problems facing some 
divorced and separated women. CWL members should reach out and support all members 
of the parish family including women living through a broken marriage.  If possible, welcome 
and include these women in CWL activities. 
 
This year several of our priests of our diocese are celebrating special anniversaries. They 
are to be congratulated on their many years of special and great work with God's people.  
Please pray for continued health and happiness for Father Gagnon - 60th Anniversary, 
Father Chabot - 50th Anniversary, Father Tanguay - 50th Anniversary, Father Brennan - 
40th Anniversary and Father J. Burchat - 25th Anniversary.  If possible help them celebrate 
by organizing something special within the Parish e.g. Spiritual Bouquet, Luncheon, Pot 
Luck, Chili Party, Pizza Party. 

I am happy to report that our SFX CWL did a Book Study on Pope Francis Exhortation 
"Amoris Laetitia - The Joy of Love".  Fifteen Members participated in the weekly discussions 
and four read the book on their own. Members seemed to thoroughly enjoy the event. 
Everyone seemed amazed at the mercifulness and knowledge displayed by Pope Francis.  
Members thought that it was one of the most enjoyable projects that our SFX CWL had 
done and hope that it would be a yearly occurrence.  Father Brennan was a tremendous 
supporter of the group.  He was only able to attend a few sessions, but he was ready to 
answer any questions that came up at the discussions via the moderator. At our CWL 
March Monthly Meeting he was guest speaker on some of the issues we encountered in the 
book.  Other “spin offs" from our study were: A Family Bowling Event & Pizza Party for First 
Communicants and parents for our National Family Week activity, a Visiting Shut-Ins 
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Project is being considered as well as gifting Marriage Prep couples with a copy of the book 
Amoris Laetitia. Many of our CWL Members are watching the CNN Sunday Night Series of 
the Most Powerful Man In World History - The Pope. 

Copies of the exhortation may be made from COLF resources. Questions useful for 
discussions are available. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Christian Family Life Council Standing 
Committee Chairs for all the work you do to have your Council participate in the various 
activities under the Christian Family Life Umbrella.  I never realized the wide scope of 
responsibilities that this Standing Committee had until I became Christian Family Life 
Standing Committee Chair of my own CounciI.  I hope I have not overwhelmed you with too 
many suggestions today.  I would suggest that, if possible, you at least try a new activity 
every year.  Do not stress yourself out about it.  No one expects the impossible just do what 
you can. 
 
May you all be blest for all the work you do for God & Canada. 


